 Media  Alert
International Child Rights Activist, Craig Kielburger, Opens Free The Children Office in B.C.
For the past 14 years, Craig Kielburger has been inspiring young people in North America to make a difference for their peers in developing communities through his charity organization, Free The Children. On May 14th, Free The Children is expanding its North American programming with the opening of a permanent west coast headquarters in Vancouver, British Columbia. To celebrate this momentous achievement, Free The Children is inviting all of its new west coast neighbours for a night of entertainment and excitement at West Fest. Youth from the Vancouver area are invited to hear Craig speak, learn more about the organization and find out how they can get involved and take action!  

Hosted by MTV personality and Free The Children ambassador, Jessi Cruickshank, West Fest will feature appearances by local music sensations Marianas Trench and Carly Rae Jepsen, along with socially conscious musical artist, Louise Kent and inspirational speaker, Michel Chikwanine. In addition to celebrating Free The Children’s arrival in B.C., West Fest is a sample of what’s to come at one of Free The Children’s largest annual events: Me to We Day Vancouver. Over 15,000 kids from all over B.C. will come together for a day of inspiration and entertainment leaving with the passion to change the world.
Free The Children was established in 1995 by a then 12-year-old Craig Kielburger and a group of 11 school friends who dreamed of changing the world. Since then, Free The Children has grown into a youth movement that spans the globe. To date, the organization has built more than 500 schools in developing countries around the world, providing quality primary education to more than 50,000 students every day. The organization has formed successful partnerships with leading school boards, socially conscious corporations and humanitarian organizations across North America and the world.

Event Details:

When:


Thursday, May 14, 2009



Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Where: 


The Vogue Theatre
918 Granville Street
Vancouver, B.C. 

For more information about WestFest please visit freethechildren.com/westfest. 
About Free The Children

Free The Children is the world's largest network of children helping children through education, with more than one million youth involved in our innovative education and development programs in 45 countries. Founded in 1995 by international child rights activist Craig Kielburger, Free The Children has a proven track record of success. The organization has received the World’s Children’s Prize for the Rights of the Child (also known as the Children’s Nobel Prize), the Human Rights Award from the World Association of Non-Governmental Organizations, and has formed successful partnerships with leading school boards and Oprah’s Angel Network.
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For more information, or to speak to someone about the event, please contact:

	Lindsey Coulter

PR and Publicity Director

Free The Children

647-259-3469 (Toronto Office)

lindsey@freethechildren.com

	Irit Targonsky

Media Relations and Publicity Coordinator

Free The Children

647-259-3461 (Toronto Office)

irit@freethechildren.com


