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Another young speaker talked about feeling empowered.
Others described the 514,000 that their school club raised
through unusual fundraising events (there was something about
teachers kissing a pig - | didn't really get all of the details).
Most of the donations received by Free the Children are under
$10, but because so very many kids are involved, the
organization's goal is make $20 million in 2009. And | have to
tell you, from first hand observation, that the kids who get
involved with FTC, the ones we saw anyway, positively radiate
poise and self-confidence. It was quite encouraging to see.

Free the Children’s founder, Craig Kielburger, started the
organization when he was 12 years old. He spoke dynamically
and genuinely about the ways that kids can make a difference.
Mear the end of his talk, Craig said something like "We'd like
to challenge all of you, adults and children, to make a
difference in whatever way you can.” And me, | thought, well,
if we, the community of children's book bloggers, can help
inspire more people to read with children, | think we'l
make a positive difference in the world that way. Don't you
think so?

Here's to making a difference.
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from around the Kidlitasphere, |
wrote an article, cross-posted here
and at PBS Parents Expert Qfth,
sbout Helping Kids Learn to Enjoy
Reading. By popular demand, I'm
making a printable PDF version of the
article available for download.
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